
 
 
 

  

This summer in Daytona, there was an unofficial ‘theme’ in my Bible 
study.  Without any prior planning, the girls in my group, from all over the 
country, all had backgrounds with significant disabilities or health challenges.  

I learned a lot.  I leaned on Jesus a lot.  There were many times I didn’t know 
what to say and could only listen.  I was amazed to see how the girls were able to 
comfort each other. 

Katherine, whose story I’ve shared with permission, will stand out to me for a 
long time.  I saw her interact with stories in scripture about Jesus healing people and it 
gave me fresh eyes to see Jesus myself.  There were many times I had to trust that the Holy Spirit would 
comfort her and bring her truth and healing, and he did.  I hope that you can be encouraged as well by what 
God did in Katherine’s life this summer.   

“Throughout my life, I struggled with God due to my disability. After I was diagnosed with a 
tethered spine, possibly the result of my grandfather’s exposure to Agent Orange, my whole life 
shifted. I lost friends, relationships and loved ones who didn’t want to be associated with a girl in a 
wheelchair. Life can be cruel for someone with a disability.  All of these experiences caused me to 
have a negative perspective of the world and a hatred of God. A year ago this fall, I sat next to a 
Christian in class.  I was annoyed at her talking about God, but for the first time in a long time, I 
was also curious.  She and another Christian classmate became friends and patiently sat with me 
listening and answering questions. In October of 2018, I finally realized while I had been spending 
all my time pushing away from God, he still chose to love me. I accepted Christ and my life 
completely changed for the better.  

“This last May, I went Daytona Beach Summer Mission hoping to grow in my new faith. 
Coming in, I still had a lot of difficulty with trust and vulnerability, especially surrounding my 
disability. I was certainly challenged on that. There was an experience in which we were going on a 
trip and I would have to use a wheelchair and discuss my disability is in front of my peers. I was so 
afraid that I considered not going. Christi and Jenni sat with me and encouraged me to step out of 
my fear. I was honest with my peers about my disability for the first time, and was met with 
overwhelming kindness from everyone, something I have never experienced before. These other 
students showed me what God’s people’s love looks like.  

“Since I’m still getting plugged into a church at home, I also choose to be baptized by a 
pastor in the ocean in Daytona.  This is a day I will never forget. I was able to publicly declare my 
love and pursuit of Christ. The morning of being baptized I was able to feel my right leg for the first 
time in years. When I walked out to the beach to be baptized, I felt the sand and ocean on my feet for 
the first time.  That is something I will never forget and will always be grateful to God for." 

Christi Farley at the University of South Carolina 
August 2019 

Prayer Requests 

• They’ve come by train, plane, and automobile!  Please pray for the ~5,800 incoming USC 
freshman who start college this week. 

• Praise God for all of our new staff, and pray for Corey and Justin who are still raising the last 
little bit of funds to be able to join us! 
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